My life as a struggling.
artist inspired Girls,
says Dunham's mum
Luke Crisell and Lizzie Edmonds
THE mother ofGirls star Lena Dunham
has revealed how the hit US series was
inspired by her experiences as a strug
gling artist in Seventies New York.
Laurie Simmons, 65, says Dunham
- whose ground-breaking HBO show
follows a group of four young women
living in New York - has "always been
obsessed with that part of my life".
The artist, who lives with husband
Carroll Dunham in Williamsburg, also
revealed that a scene in the first epi
sode of Girls - in which Dunham's
character, a struggling writer, is cut off
financially from her parents - was
based on Simmons' experience.
In an interview with ES Magazine,
to be published tomorrow, Sim
mons says: "When art school was
over and I moved to New York, it
was like, 'No more money.' And
there I was, really hung out to
dry - it was insane.
"I think Lena's always been
obsessed with that part of my
life. She loves hearing stories
about the preposterousjobs I did
because I wasn't qualified for a
full-time job. She particularly
loves the brief period I was going

out on dates with ... " She corrects her
self: "I just had to sit and have a drink
�
with Japanese businessmen. It didn't
READ THE FULL last very long because they didn't like
the dresses I wore. I was too much of a
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hippie. Lena has a real kind of love
affair with that part of my life."
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In the mid-Seventies Simmons, who
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currently has a mini-retrospective of
her work on at The Arts Club in Mayfair,
was one of a group of female artists
who took on the male-dominated
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world of photography and experi
Simmons with
mented with it as a medium.
her daughter
But the mother-of-two says she did not
Lena Dunham
see her work as "courageous" at the
time. Nor does shebelieve Dunham, 28,
would call her show or autobiography
Not That Kind Of Girl "brave" either. "I
think that in hindsight I could see myself
as having had courage, but at the time
I was just doing my work," Simmons
says. "I don't think Lena walks around
� the world feeling like a brave, coura
) geous woman. I think she's driven
to do her work and she's doing it the
way she needs to."
■ Laurie Simmons' show is dt The
Arts Club until April25 on
Wednesdays to Saturdays, 10am to
12pm, by appointment only. For
morego to theartsclub.co.uk

